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Bidwell Riverside Center and Hawthorn Hill - both sharing roots with the United Methodist Church as well as being 
United Way of Central Iowa partner agencies - traditionally worked in parallel to provide different programs with the 
similar goal of helping children and families in need. 

On July 1, Bidwell Riverside Center and Hawthorn Hill officially merged into Families Forward, an organization where the 
original four programs - Bidwell Pantry, Child Development Center, New Directions Shelter, and The Home Connection - 
work together to provide compassionate, life-changing assistance to families on their path to self-sufficiency. 

2022 Program Outcomes 

During 2022, New Directions Shelter provided emergency housing for 62 families including 162 children. Sixty-two 
percent (62%) of the families transitioned into permanent housing and 100% of the adults that looked for employment 
got a job. The Home Connection provided longer term housing (2 to 5 years) for 36 families including 93 children. The 
families that completed the program increased their monthly income by 59% or $980. The two programs provided much 
needed assistance to families with children experiencing homelessness so that they had a place to call home whether 
their “home” was temporary at New Directions Shelter or for a longer term in one of our The Home Connection’s 29 
housing units. 

Bidwell Pantry continues to be the largest serving food pantry in Iowa and is a one-stop-shop for essential needs 
including diapers, baby food, clothing, toiletries, and household goods. All of this, as well as food, is available for free to 
anyone who walks through the doors. 

In 2022, the Bidwell pantry served 17,199 unique individuals and distributed approximately 255,133 clothing items, 129,183 
diapers, 5,301 units of baby formula or food, and 116,343 toiletry items. Access to food, toiletries, diapers, baby food, 
formula, clothing, and household items is vital to those living in poverty, and the need is unfortunately increasing.

The Child Development Center continues to provide a comprehensive education and care program at an affordable 
price for children ages 2 to 5 years old. We served 76 children in 2022, with 71% living at or below the poverty line. 
Ninety-two percent (92%)of the children demonstrated age appropriate social-emotional skills and 67% demonstrated 
age-appropriate pre-literacy skills.

Thank you so much for all you do to support our mission of providing assistance to those that are food insecure, to 
families that need affordable, quality early childhood education, and to families with children experiencing 
homelessness acquire permanent housing and achieve a level of financial independence. Your help is critical so we may 
provide a helping hand to those in need!

Tim Shanahan
Executive Director

A Message From The Executive Director
Bidwell Riverside Center and Hawthorn Hill come together to form 

Families Forward.

www.familiesforward.org
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Volunteer Impact

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Volunteers are a crucial part of our team at Families Forward and their dedication makes what we 
do possible. Volunteers poured out to help us last year, contributing 21,113 service hours to our 
organization. These 2,321 amazing volunteers gave their valuable time to provide us with more than 
10 full-time equivalent (FTE) employee hours!

Volunteers helped all 4 programs and at special events such as holiday programs where New 
Directions Shelter and The Home Connection families chose free gifts for their loved ones. 
Volunteers continued to maintain our no-till, environmentally friendly garden that provides extra 
produce for pantry clients. It was also great to have Book Buddies back in the Child Development 
Center. In addition, volunteers worked on projects at home such as knitting hats and scarves to 
bundle up the families we serve or to make no-sew t-shirt bags to hold pantry guests’ groceries.

So many people give their time and talents to make sure each person that walks through the doors 
of Families Forward feels respected, acknowledged, and supported. We are only able to serve so 
many because of the kindness from so many in our community.

Due to their ongoing support during 2022, the following volunteers received a Governor’s Volunteer 
Award for their impact on Families Forward’s mission and the work we do:

• Length of Service Award for 30+ Years - Judy Somers
• Group Award - Cub Scouts Pack 98
• Group Award - Merchants Bonding Company™
• Individual Award - Ann Michelson
• Individual Award - Kyle Robinson
• Individual Award - Ginger Crichton
• Individual Award - Doug Crichton

Families Forward is committed to having diversity, equity and inclusion be core values of our 
organization. We believe equality is a human right and we must do more to create a better 
community for all. We are proud to offer a safe, nondiscriminatory environment and offer a 
welcoming hand to all and treat everyone with dignity and respect. 

Volunteers have and always will be the heart of our 
organization. For more information or to sign up as a 
volunteer visit www.familiesforward.org or contact: 
Missy Reams 
missy@familiesforward.org
515-989-8404



Empty Bowls
Empty Bowls is the Bidwell Pantry’s annual fundraising event that allows us to shed light on the food 
insecurity faced by our neighbors and raise funds to support our mission to increase stability and 
self-sufficiency in our communities. Each attendee takes home a handmade, artisan bowl as a 
reminder to fill the bowls of others as often as we can. Last year we hosted our most successful 
fundraiser to date! 

EMC Insurance was recognized as our 2022 Community Partner of the Year. EMC has been making 
a positive impact at the Bidwell Pantry for many years. EMC employees have volunteered at the 
pantry countless times accomplishing a variety of tasks- stocking shelves, guiding clients through 
the grocery aisles, organizing donations for our annual holiday events, and so much more. Not only 
are they amazing volunteers, they also frequently organize company-wide donation drives for our 
most-needed items. We so appreciate the time EMC devotes to serving the community! 

Susan Ryon was recognized as our 2022 Volunteer of the Year. Susan has volunteered over 900 
hours in the last 2 ½ years, with most of this time being spent in the pantry. Often, Susan comes early 
to make sure everything is stocked and ready to welcome the pantry guests. She also helps pick up 
food recovery, she makes t-shirt bags and knits hats, makes dinners for the shelter, and she brings 
in denim quilts to the shelter that her mom makes from damaged jeans. She is always thinking of 
others and is always willing to help! 

Stay tuned for updates on our 2023 Empty Bowls to be held on Thursday, November 2nd! 



Art & More For Shelter
Art & More for Shelter is our annual fundraising event held each spring that helps bring awareness 
and raise funds to support our housing programs. Attendees enjoy food, music, and participate in a 
live and silent auction featuring items donated to us from local businesses. 

Merchants Bonding Company was recognized as our 2023 Community Partner of the Year. Last 
year, Merchants Bonding selected New Directions Shelter as its non-profit organization to support 
throughout 2022. Employees from Merchant’s Bonding volunteered with the shelter twice a month 
for the entire year. This included in-person opportunities like cleaning and organizing the shelter in 
addition to off-site opportunities like preparing shelter meals and hosting a supply drive. In addition 
to all their volunteering, Merchant’s Bonding donated over $16,000 to New Directions Shelter in 
2022!

Cub Scout Pack 98 was recognized as our 2023 Volunteer of the Year. One of the first events they 
did in 2022 was sponsoring a Valentine’s Day party. During February 2022 there was an increase 
in Covid cases, and the shelter had to be closed off to volunteers, but that didn’t stop Pack 98 from 
providing materials for a great event. They created a beautiful banner for the party, catered a 
fancy dinner for the families, and provided all the decorations and items needed to host a fantastic 
Valentine’s Day party. The group was back for Christmas 2022 with the same thoughtfulness and 
intention of the previous year. Santa came to visit with presents, the kids played games, and 
everyone had a great time!  



Bidwell Pantry

Brie’s Story

The Bidwell Pantry helps families put food on their table and clothes on their backs. By helping our 
guests obtain food, fresh produce, clothing, personal hygiene items, and more at no cost, we hope 
to reduce the strain they’re experiencing so they can focus on other goals that will break the cycle of 
poverty. The Bidwell Pantry is the highest-serving food pantry in the state of Iowa. We served 17,199 
unduplicated individuals in 2022- the most in our organization’s history. 

The Bidwell Pantry is open Monday – Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Each person must check in 
before 4:45 p.m. After intake, you can select your own items or have one of our volunteers make the 
selections for you. After that, you’ll check out and head home to enjoy your food and other items. 

We are a no-boundary pantry, so we welcome everyone, no matter where you live. No 
financial information is needed. We are also proud members of the Des Moines Area Religious 
Council (DMARC) pantry network and the Food Bank of Iowa. 

Visit www.familiesforward.org/bidwell-pantry to access our Amazon Wish List and make a donation 
to help us support the families we serve. 

2022 Outcomes

Brie started coming to Bidwell’s pantry about 15 years ago when she 
heard about our services through a friend. She has been coming once 
every couple of months to pick up items for herself, her two children, 
and her mom. 

Lately, Brie said inflation has made buying groceries more difficult. 
“Food has been sky-high. I pay more for my food than I do it rent- it’s 
just crazy,” she said. “Going to food pantries helps a lot because some-
times you just don’t get enough.”

Bidwell’s friendly environment has been important to Brie. “They care 
so much- they do everything they can,” said Brie.

17,199
Individuals

116,343 
Toiletries Distributed

5,301 
Units of Baby Food, 

Formula, Wipes Distributed

129,183 
Diapers Distributed

255,133
Clothing Items Distributed

1,053,180
Pounds of Food Distributed



Child Development Center

Prom 2023

The Child Development Center strives to empower young children, regardless of income or 
background, to be capable life-long learners. We offer full-day care for children ages 2-5 years old 
and provide developmentally appropriate environments for each age group. 

The Child Development Center curriculum focuses on literacy, language, mathematics, and 
social-emotional/physical/cognitive skills. Our universal pre-kindergarten program is partnered 
with Des Moines Public Schools, and we are one of their community locations. 

Each day we provide the students with healthy and nutritious meals that fulfill the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program standards. As a United Way of Central Iowa partner, the students also have 
access to on-site resources like dental exams, fluoride treatments, eye exams, hearing tests, speech 
pathologists, occupational therapists, and physical therapists. We are also part of the United Way 
Book Buddy program. 

Visit www.familiesforward.org/child-development-center to access our Amazon wish list and make 
a donation to help us support the families we serve. 

2022 Outcomes

Our Child Development Center had an amazing start to the summer 
season! We kicked things off with a special CDC Prom complete with 
music, dancing, snacks, and of course the kids dressed up for the 
occasion. It was impossible not to smile as they took photos and sang 
along to “Old Town Road.” Families were invited to the prom as well and 
everyone had a fantastic time! 

Shortly after prom, the CDC celebrated the 2023 Universal Pre-
Kindergarten (UPK) graduating class. The students walked in their caps 
and gowns, sang songs they learned throughout the year, and were 
given their diplomas. We’ll miss seeing these kids every day and hope 
they are able to come back and visit us! 

76
Children

71%
Received Tuition Telief Via 

Childcare Assistance

92%
Demonstrated Age Appropriate 

Social-Emotional Skils

67%
Demonstrate Age 

Appropriate Pre-Literacy Skills

47
Children Screened for 
Developmental Delays

28
Children Received Services for 

Speech and Fine Motor Skills



New Directions Shelter

Girl Scouts

New Directions Shelter provides free, temporary, emergency shelter and services for families with 
children experiencing homelessness. We help families get a new start through professional case 
management, counseling, and advocacy. 

Our case management staff assists our clients with resume development, completing job 
applications, finding employment, attending job fairs and job interviews, obtaining job training, and 
acquiring affordable childcare. Our services also include helping clients obtain needed 
documentation such as social security cards and birth certificates, and assisting them with obtaining 
FIP, SSI, and food stamps if qualified. 

New Directions Shelter is one of only three homeless shelters available for families in the Des Moines 
metro area. The shelter provides eight private bedrooms, balanced meals, and laundry facilities. 
We offer a hospitable atmosphere emphasizing dignity and respect for others. We encourage 
positive change and provide the emotional and physical space necessary to make responsible, 
informed decisions for securing housing for their families. 

Visit www.familiesforward.org/new-directions-shelter to access our Amazon wish list and make a 
donation to help us support the families we serve. 

2022 Outcomes

New Directions Shelter has had a fun start to the summer season with 
several special activities! This past month, Girl Scouts of America 
brought a 4-day STEM Camp to the shelter. This camp was available to 
all girls in grades K – 12 residing at the shelter. The girls especially 
enjoyed making their own bouncy balls and homemade ice cream. 

We’re incredibly grateful for this partnership with Girl Scouts and look 
forward to their next activity in the fall.

62
Families

162
Children Within The 

Families

62%
Families Transitioned Into 

Permanent Housing

100%
Of Adults Looking For A Job 

Gained Employment

40%
Average Increase In Income

75%
Obtained Childcare



The Home Connection

Client Story

The Home Connection program provides supportive housing for families with children experiencing 
homelessness. The Home Connection’s goal is to move families from homelessness to permanent 
housing with an emphasis on financial independence. 

The Home Connection is the only housing program with 20 single family homes, 3 duplexes, and a 
3-plex located in various neighborhoods in Des Moines. We aim to provide as much normalcy as 
possible for the families we serve. 

Our case management staff works with families to identify the causes of their homelessness and 
develop a plan, with goals, to remedy causes and attain financial independence within 
approximately two to four years. 

To be eligible for this program, at least one adult must be working or actively looking for 
employment. Parents must also be involved in their children’s education and development, and 
volunteer in the community. 

Visit www.familiesforward.org/the-home-connection to access our Amazon Wish List and make a 
donation to help us support the families we serve. 

2022 Outcomes

For personal reasons, this client has requested to remain anonymous 
and will be called “Client.”

Unsure of whether it would be a good fit for her family, Client was 
skeptical when she was first told about The Home Connection. “I had 
just been battling domestic violence, picking up pieces of my life and 
putting it back together. My kids and I were separated for five months 
because I was so broken from what I had been through. I could not be 
the parent they knew me to be.”        

She said the process of moving into her new home with her children 
went smoothly. 

36
Families

93
Children Within The 

Families

59%
Increased Monthly Income

$980
Average Increase In 

Monthly Income

96%
Employed Adults

57%
Exited to Permanent 

Housing



Financial Statement

Statement of Activities

Bidwell Riverside Center

The financial statements below are taken from Bidwell Riverside’s Independent Auditor’s Report on the Financial Statements, Year ended June 30, 2022. 
The complete financial statements are available at Families Forward’s office, 3001 Grand Ave, Des Moines, IA 50312.

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents
Certificates of deposit
Accounts receivable
Contributions receivable
Prepaid expenses

Total Current Assets

OTHER ASSETS
Investments
Property of equipment, net of accumulated depreciation

Total Other Assets

Total Assets

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable
Accrued expenses
Refundable advance

Total Current Liabilities

NET ASSETS
Net assets without donor restrictions
Net assets with donor restrictions

Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$783,434
147,580

29,927
7,208
9,894

978,043

604,472
725,292

1,329,764

2,307,807

8,978
61,247
44,755

114,980

1,588,355
604,472

2,192,827

2,307,807

REVENUE AND SUPPORT
Contributions
Child development program fees
Special events
Investment income
Other income

Total Revenue and Support

EXPENCES
Program serivces

Child Development Center
Bidwell Pantry

Supporting services
Management and general
Fundraising

Total Expenses

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS

Net Assets, beginning
Net Assets, ending

With
donor restrictions

$500
---
---

(98,291)
---

(97,791)

---
---

---
---

---

(97,791)

702,263
604,472

Without 
donor restrictions

$973,001
500,470

45,933
1,572

5,050

1,526,026

800,842
331,356

32,245
56,169

1,220,612

305,414

1,282,941
1,588,355

Total

$973,501
500,470

45,933
(96,719)

5,050

1,428,235

800,842
331,356

32,245
56,169

1,220,612

207,623

1,985,204
2,192,827



Financial Statement
Hawthorn Hill

The financial statements below are taken from Bidwell Riverside’s Independent Auditor’s Report on the Financial Statements, Year ended June 30, 2022. 
The complete financial statements are available at Families Forward’s office, 3001 Grand Ave, Des Moines, IA 50312.

Statement of Activities

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents
Certificates of deposit
Accounts receivable
Contributions receivable
Prepaid expenses

Total Current Assets

OTHER ASSETS
Investments
Property of equipment, net of accumulated depreciation

Total Other Assets

Total Assets

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable
Accrued expenses
Deferred revenue
Client escrow
Tenant security deposits

Total Current Liabilities

NET ASSETS
Net assets without donor restrictions
Net assets with donor restrictions

Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$806,587
162,786

8,833
17,996
11,045

1,007,247

6,467
1,243,512

1,249,979

2,257,226

4,173
43,273
5,640
2,210

12,000

67,296

2,182,339
7,591

2,189,930

2,257,226

REVENUE AND SUPPORT
Contributions
Program fees
Special events
Investment income
Gain on sale of assets

Total Revenue and Support

EXPENCES
Program serivces

New Directions Shelter
The Home Connection

Supporting services
Management and general
Fundraising

Total Expenses

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS

Net Assets, beginning
Net Assets, ending

With
donor restrictions

$---
---
---

780
---

780

---
---

---
---

---

780

6,811
7,591

Without 
donor restrictions

$662,900
174,030
46,436

104
29,324

912,794

436,142
365,189

45,246
53,637

900,214

12,580

2,169,759
2,182,339

Total

$662,900
174,030
46,436

884
29,324

913,574

436,142
365,189

45,246
53,637

900,214

13,360

2,176,570
2,189,930



Contributors
Bidwell Riverside Center

$20,000+ 
Des Moines Public Schools
Dotty Thurston
Federal Home Loan Bank 
Des Moines
IA Conference – UWF
Indianola Heights Christian 
Church
Kristina Williams & James 
Taibi
Sherrie C Lussem Estate
State of Iowa
United Women in Faith – 
National Office
United Way of Central Iowa

$10,000-$19,999
Ankeny First UWF
Ankeny First UMC
Earl & Ardis Anderson
IA Annual Conference – UMC
Sharon & Roger Meisen-
Heimer
ZYN Cares – Midwest Region

$5,000-$9,999
BWA Foundation Fund
Elise & Dann Stevens
Enterprise Holdings 
Foundation
First Interstate Bank
Jean Fielweber
Jeff & Jen Stanbrough
John Deere Financial
Larry & DeeAnn Wilson
Meredith Corporation 
Foundation
Nicholas Roby & Deb 
Tharnish
Silver Lining Charitable 
Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Altar’d State Store 168
Ann Carmody & Dennis 
Johnson
Bellizzi MacRae American 
Legion Post 659
Brian & Jenny Blackford
Brian & Kris Weiland
Dennis & Carla Prather
Des Moines New Hope UMC
Emily Peterson
Estate of Juanita O’Tool
Fidelity & Guaranty Business 
Services, Inc
James & Debra Gage Family
James & Marie McCurdy 
Family

Janet Linn
Lutheran Church of Hope
Mary Shoemaker & David 
Franek
Mediapolis First UMC
Norman Chambers
Peggy & Gregory Mitchell
Peggy Trent
Phyllis Tinker
Phyllis Tilson
Roof Iowa, LLC
Tim & Wendy DeVries
USB Financial Services
Will & Dixie Hoekman

$1,000-$2,499
American Enterprise Group, 
Inc
Ann Tharnish
Ardene Downing
Bankers Trust
Barbara Hamor
Beasley Family Foundation, 
Inc
Brian & Julie McLean
Burle & Alice Carrigan
Central IA Chapter of Credit 
Unions
Charles C Espy Jr
Clare L Lindahl
Colleen Mooi
Community State Bank
Dennis Groenenboom
Deb Parker
Elizabeth Ann Law
Elton & Jean Sheets
Excell Marketing, LC
Financial Plus Credit Union
George VanWyngarden
Global Atlantic Financial Grp
Gloria Anderson
Greater Iowa Credit Union
GuideOne Foundation
Harry C Leopold
IA Annual Conference UMC
Iowa Realty Foundation
James & Lynn Louk
Jan Walker
Jane & David Wendel
Jason Kiesey
Julia & Chad Tentinger
Kevin & Stephanie Pothoven
Kirk & Annette Norris
Knoxville First UWF
Lacey UMC
Larry Vallery
Laurel UMC
Laurice Streyffeler
Lavonne Shearer

Linda Godwin
Lisa & Dave Inskeep
Lois & Marvin Van Wyk
Lucy Elrick
Mark & Victoria Polich
Marshall & Kathryn Pauly
Mary & David Moermond
O’Halloran Family 
Foundation
Missy Reams & Kurt Falck
Paul Youngberg
Randy & Julie Jones
Richard Santi
Robert & Martha Ward
Robert Dillard
Roberta Conrad-Freese
Roberta Gilbert
Roger & Joan Betsworth
Ruth DeVries
Ruthven UMC
Shanda Carreon
Sharon Tinker
Sheila Grebert
St Paul UMC
Stacie & Brian Baker
Stephen Clark & Bonita 
Hansen
Susan Ryon
Walnut Hills UMC
Webb Insurance Group, LLC
Weigel & Co
West Bend Mutual
Wilton UMC

$500-$999
Allan & Gina Graham
Altoona United Methodist 
Men
Betty Augspurger
Betty Fuller
Bonita & Walden Paige
Charles & Louise McDonald
Chris & Laura Bertelson
Chris Barnhart
Christian Comito
Clarion First UWF
Craig & Susan Sloss
David & Barbara Fink
David & Carol Edge
David & Judy Dunn
Dean & Laurie Taake
DeAnn & Steven Hebert
Deborah & Charles Johnson
Deborah Tezak
Denison First UMC
Doyle Sanders
DSM Grace UMC
Elizabeth & Dustin Ferreira
Elizabeth Noyes

Farrar UMC
Florence Hacklander
Frances Sales
Galin & Carol Berrier
Gary Graber
Gaye Wiekierak
Gayle Strickler
Gina Kanne
Greater DSM Community 
Foundation
IA United Methodist 
Foundation
ITA Group Foundation
Jane Blackford
Janette Ide Morris
Janis Mugge
JDB Auto Sales, Inc
Jeff & Michelle Jones-Wood
Jeff & Penny Vaughan
John & Jan Mechem
Judy Marnin
Julia Poulsen
Julie & Matt Sokolowski
Kathy & Dominic Paterno
Julia Zeliadt
Kristine Houston
Laura & Gianfranco Berardi
LuAnn Brandsen
Mark Haverland
Mary Johnson
Max Kenkel
Melvin & Linda Shivvers
Meredith & Linda Johnston
Michael & Emily Schaumburg
Midland Nat’l Life Insurance 
Co
Mitchellville UWF
Mount Pleasant First UMC
Nancy Lindaman
Nancy Thayer
Nicole & Scott Gorden
Nicole Nayima
Newton First UMC
Patricia & John Malone
Patricia Punelli
Paul Harrington-Taber
Pella UMC
Rich Martel & Jill Sorenson
Risetime, Inc
Scott & Bess Hibben
Shannon Henson
Simpson UWF
Society of Italian Americans
Sue & Todd Mattison
Trudy Black
Truman Jordan
Valorie Wilson & Roger 
Owens
Wellmark Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation
West Des Moines UWF
Wil Osborn
WJ Lindberg
Women of Worthington

$200-$499
Alice & Carolyn Myers
Altoona Centennial UWF
Avon Crawford & Richard 
Gabriel
Barb Callaghan-Mitchell
Barbara Wells
Bidwell Family Association, 
Inc
Bill Lemons
Bob & Christine Burkhart
Boone First UWF
Brenda Couch-Trachtenberg
Bret Thies
Brian & Shelly Hughes
Brian Preston
Carol Grimm
Carolyn Weldon
Carrie Lambert
Carroll First UMC
Cary Halfpop
Cathy Bucklin
Christensen Family Farms, 
Ltd
Clearfield UWF
Corydon UWF
Crawfordsville UWF
Cristy Magill
Crystal Lake UMC
Cynthia & Ron Flaherty
Dallas Center UWF
Danielle Jolyn Meyers
David Abram
David & Cynthia Hickman
David & Pamela Reynolds
Deb Miller
Delores Streeter
Denise Pierson
Dennis & Linda Miller
DSM Simpson UMC
Don & Julia Bidwell
Donna Murphy
Doris Guess
Doris Pugh
Dorothy & Dave Higdon
Dorothy Fulton
Douglass Cochran
DSM Christ UWF
DSM Union Park UMC
Duane & Sheryll Skidmore
Elaine Helgeson
Faith Circle-New Sharon 
UMC

Thank you to our generous contributors as we could not provide the critical services needed in our community without their support.  If we have erred or 
overlooked listing your name, please contact Tim Shanahan at (515) 283-1911 or at tim@familiesforward.org.  We sincerely apologize for any errors or 
names that might have been accidentally excluded from the list. 

June 1, 2022 – May 31, 2023



Farmers Chapel UMC
Farmers Mutual Hail 
Insurance Co
Frank & Jeanette Strong
Frank & Stephanie Zuehlke
Freddie & Carolyn Link
Fremont UWF
Garner UWF
Gary Fotiu
Gene & Margaret Jennings
George Macy
Gladbrook UWF
Gowrie UWF
Grace UWF
Granger Emmanuel UMC
Heather Wilcoxson
Helen Ackerson
Indianola First UMC
Insurance Assoc of Greater 
DSM
Jack Mayer
James Schreck
Jane & William Edwards
Janet Boyd
Jeff Cassera
Jennifer & Terry Burkle
Jill & Bruce Kempkes
Jim & Muriel Pemble
John Mauro
Jolyn & Frank Cataldo
Jon Sandoval
Joyce & Steven Norton
Karen & Warren Varley
Karen Scott
Kathryn Weatherwax
Kay Pallas
Kristin Schweiger
Kyle & Leah Ruopp
Las Americas UMC
Leslie Ables
Linda Bryan Butler
Linda Brown
Linda Dahm
Lori Ann Haight
Lori Vaske
Lynne Johnson
Manning UMC
Maria Schweers
Liz Garvey
Marilyn Gorham
Mary Dial
Mason City Wesley UWF
McCaffrey Family 
Foundation
Mildred Olson Mission Fund
Monroe Chapel UMC
Nemaha UMC
OWASA Methodist Church
Pamela Kae Rumelhart
Pamela Luna
Pat Headley
Patricia Johnson
Penny Radach
PEO Chapter GI-HT
Phillip & Ann Laughlin
Raymond Yori
Rebecca Hutter
Rebecca Roarick
Rebecca & Roger Dewey
Richard & Terri Johnson
Robert & Gemma Grant
Roger & Shirley Kjellberg
Ronald & Melba Fulton
Ronald Billingsley
Sada Thompson

Salem UWF
Sandra Guild
Sara & Steve Schuler
Sebrina Burch
Sherrae Hanson
Shirleen Light
Shirley Rozendaal
Stefanie Bailey
Stephen & Cynthia Dale
Steve & V Lorraine Hansen
Sue Sonner
Terry Boehlje
The Hatedust Project, Inc
Thomas Wernimont, PC
Tim & Mica Shanahan
Tim & Sue Askland
Timothy & Corrine Goode
Traer UMC
Treva Nikkel
UAW Local 450 Retirees
Valley UWF
Van & Judy Somers
Vera Lull
Waukee UWF
WELCA Christ Lutheran 
Church
Wilbur & Vivian Morfitt
Yvonne Hogan

$100-$199
Altoona UWF
Amy Van Pelt
Angela & James Thornton
Applebee’s Neighborhood 
Grill, #1023
Ben Taylor
Beverly Firkins
Bill & Kris Murphy
Bill & Judy Poland
Bridget Lechtenberg
Bruce Bernard & Arlene 
Dabill
Buffalo UMC
Burlington Grace UWF
Burlington Spring Grove 
UMC
Bussey UWF
Carol Slegh
Chad Houston
Chad Rasmussen
Charles Hunt
Cheryl & Stanley Doser
Chester UMC
Christine Waters
Clearfield UMC
Colesburg UMC
Colo UMC
Columbia UMC
Connie & David Reese
Cyndi DeLuca
Cynthia Brookshire
Dale Finestead
Daniel Houston
David & Marilyn Traxler
Dawn & Kevin Turner
Dean & Carol Phillips
Dean & Jerri Fuller
Dean & Mary Anne Green
Dean Anderson
Deanna Snyder
Deene & Darilynn Ehlis
Delmar & Mabel McWilliams
Delores Nelson
Dian Lynn Gunderman
Dianna Nash

Dianna Schiltz
Dianne & Dean Obrecht
Dodie Jabour
Don & Connie Waller
Dorothy Brubaker
Dory Johnson
DSM Jordan UMC
DSM Jordan UWF
DSM New Hope UWF
DSM St John’s UWF
Dwight Baker
Earlham UMC
Edgewood Trinity UMC
Edythe Hill
Eileen Jackson
Eloise Cranke
Emmanuel UMC
Ernest Phillips
Estherville UWF
Ft DSM Women’s Christian 
Fellowship
Gary & Kathy Johnson
Gary & Laurel Armstrong
Gene Wheeler
Grace UWF
Haley Vermie
Hubert Vespestad
Irish Clan of Central IA
Jake Hoversten
James & Emily Holub
James & Sarah Hayes
Jeanette Ellington
Jeff & Holly Kooistra
Jennifer Warne
Jess Guess
Jodi Corcoran
Joseph & Christy Graziano
Judith & Wayne Davison
Judith Ballinger
Julia Burke
Karen Brimhall
Karen Skovgard
Karol Klinker
Katherine Anderson
Kathleen Heinzel
Kathleen Veenstra
Kay McGuire
Kevin Houston
Kimberly Bruns
Kimberly Peak & Howard 
Newman
Kristine & Daniel Jensen
Kylene Luchsinger
Lamont Grace UMC
Laurie Haller
Laurie Hoskins
Lavina Shoffner
Lavone Mann
LaVonne Topp
Leonard & Diane Eberhart
Lin Family Endow IA Fund
Linda & Kendall Jensen
Livermore UWF
Lynne George
Margaret Godwin
Margaret McNeece
Margot Young
Maria Ramirez
Marilyn Burch
Marilyn Paul
Marylee Kelly
Massena UWF
Matthew Basart
Mel Summers
Melton McLean Family Fund

Michael & Mary Murphy
Michelle George
Michelle Koepke
Mike & Kristi Reck
Mingo UMC
Moingona Lodge #633
Monroe UWF
Myrna Anthony
Nancy Krause
Nicholas & Emily Webb
Nicholas Webb
Odebolt UWF
Oelwein Grace UWF
Olive Chapel UWF
Our Lady’s Immaculate 
Heart Church
Peace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church
Polk City UMC
Principal Foundation
Randall Chumbley
Randy & Frances Watson
Rebecca Gough
Rippey Ladies Aid UWF
Rita & Brian Carter
Robert & Joanne Mahaffey
Robert & Judy Howe
Robert & Lou Ann Willis
Robert Harter
Ronald & Carol Karnowski
Ross & Connie Ruggless
Sac City Unity Women
Samantha Nicole McCleish
Sarah Hockett
Schaller UMC
Scott Hutchens
Scott Paulson
Shannon Rae Brown
Sharon & Gerald Wilcox
Shaun Boyle
Sheridan Park UWF
Sheryl Houston
Shirley Whitaker
St Ansgar UMC
Strawberry Point UMC
Sue Mullins
Susan Fritz
Suzie Anderson
Swaledale UMC
Tara Hornbacker
Tim & Karen Rieck
Tom & Tracy McClain
VaDonna Whipple
Van Meter UMC
Veridian Credit Union
Verlea Alvarez
Vicki O’Brien
Virginia Ireland & Dorene 
McCart
Virginia Varce
Wakonda Christian Church
Wendy Knowles
William & Linda Tubbs
Wilton UWF

$5-$99
Agency UMC
Aldersgate UMC
Alice Parks
Amy Butler
Andrea Arthur
Angela Loomis
Arlene Fleming
Avery UMC
Barbara & Jim Dale

Barbara Kollath
Betty & Dan Byers
Betty Blackburn
Beverly Sage
Bill & Sherry Fischer
Blanche Riordan
Bobbi Jo Streeter
Brant & Ronda Hollensbe
Carol Crandall
Carol Horner
Carolyn Nelson
Catherine Witte
Catherine Root
Charles & Ruth Ranfeld
Charyl Barr
Chester Guinn
Christ Lutheran Church
Christine Sanders
Connie & Steve Sandegren
Craig & Cathryn Hinderaker
Cynthia & John Forbes
Cynthia Eatwell
D Ward Young
Dale & Nancy Hanaman
Darci McCullough
Darline Balm-Demmel
David & Judy Bequeaith
David & Beth Crow
David Packard
Dean & Mary Stocker
Debby Light
Deborah Knight
Deborah Roberts
Debra & Roger Elliott
Debra Parker
Dennis & Shari Lyons
Des Moines Staves UMC
Des Moines Windsor UMC
Dexter UWF
Donna Runge
DSM Bloomfield UMC
DSM St John’s UMC
Duane Kruckenberg
Easton UMC Service Group
Elaine & Reid Bowman
Eleanor Globstad
Elizabeth Goyke
Emilie Gregor
Esther Hoehns
Esther Snyder
First Unitarian Church
Francis Henderson
Freda Ruleman
Galen & Patricia Peckham
Geoffrey & Diane Laurenzo
Glendora Clark
Grand Mount St Paul UMC
Gregory Jay
Grinnell UMC
Guttenberg UWF
Harriett Hodges
Helen Phillips
Hope UMC
Inez Busch
Italian American Cultural Ctr 
of IA
James & Donna Ritsch
James & Beverly Nelson
James & Sandra Bahr
Jamie Bradfield
Jan Hall
Jana & William Warren
Jane Duncan
Jane Swanson
Janelle Hall



Janette Thede
Jani Wren & Gary Coleman
Jennell Owens
Jennifer Hulse
Jennifer Lechuga
Joey Smith
Joseph & Ruth Lakers
Judith Swain
Judith Zobel
K Marie Thayer
Kappa Chi Chapter
Kara McGarvey
Karen North
Karen Quick
Karl & Margaret Schilling
Kathryn Buroker
Kathy Glanz
Kay Schweers
Kayla Berkson
Kerry Ostring
Kim Medici Shequist

Kimberly Huff
Kristi Bales 
L Joann Mallams
Lamont Grace UWF
Larry & Nancy Sample
Laurie Johnson
Liberty Center UMC
Libertyville UWF
Linda Holz
Linda Jones
Linda Dale
Lisa Michelle Armstrong
Lois Lamansky
Lois McBroom
Loretta Pierson
Lori Chappell
Lowell & Jane Wykle
Marcia & Warren Nielsen
Margaret Phelps
Marilyn Sarasio
Marlene Brown

Martha Clifford
Mary Anderson 
Mary Ann McCoy
Mary Craven Brartemes 
Mary Elizabeth Lee
Mary Molhoek
Mary Schaeffer
Maxine & Lynn O’Dell
Melissa Kay Spivey
Mercer Center UMC
Merrill First UMC
Michael Bloomburg & Jean 
Strand
Michael Harris
Moville UWF
Mrs David Topp
Nancy H Smith
Naomi Sage
Nicholee Harrison
Oakville UMC
Oakville UWF

Olivia Pleggenkuhle
Park Ave Presbyterian 
Patricia McKee & Jon Krieg
Patricia Meyer 
Paul Nathan Wilcox
Paula Clites 
Pocahontas Women of Hope
RL Colbert
Radcliffe St John’s UMC
Ralph & Marilyn Helm
Ray & Joyce Naylor
Richard & Nancy Amend
Richard Ortega
Rick Brown
Rodney Robson
Roger & Doris Howard
Ronald & Joyce Brewster
Sara Weringa
Scott & Leigh Wiegel
Sharon Betsworth
Sharon Falck

Sheldahl UWF
Shelley Fletcher 
Sheridan UMC
Shirley Phelps
Sondra Grote
Sonia Kerns 
St John’s UMC
Stuart Broms
Sue & Denny Lawson
Susan Baldwin
Susan Metheny
Suzanne Salter
Tabitha Hockett
Thrift & Thread Company
TJ Craig
V Lorrain Cleveland
Verle & Linda Haupt
Vicki Slack
West Point Presbyterian 
Church
Yun Houston
Zion UMC–Pershing, IA

Contributors

$20,000+                                                                                                                                        
City of Des Moines 
Emergency Food & Shelter 
Program/FEMA
First Interstate BancSystem 
Foundation, Inc
IA Conference - UWF
Nationwide Insurance 
Foundation
State of Iowa
United Way of Central Iowa                                                                                                                                             
               
$10,000-$19,999
Merchants Bonding 
Company Foundation
Nancy Shafer
United Women in Faith– 
National Office

$5,000-$9,999
American Family Insurance 
Dream Foundation
Andersen Corporate 
Foundation
Christine Lauridsen Sand
Chrysalis Foundation
Des Moines Area Assoc of 
Realtors
First Interstate Bank
First Unitarian Church
IA Annual Conference- UMC
Janet & Roger Hoyt
John Deere Financial
Julie & Michael Spieker
Larry & DeeAnn Wilson

Matt & Julie Sokolowski
Nicholas Roby & Deb 
Tharnish 
Tom & Mary Henss
Veridian Credit Union Fund
West Bancorporation 
Foundation, Inc

$2,500-$4,999
Bret & Becky Bussanmas
Bruce Franke
Chad & Julia Tentinger-
Cattlemen’s Heritage
Community Foundation of 
NE IA
Constellation, Inc
Dan & Amy Koestner
Green State Credit Union, 
Ankeny
GreenState Credit Union, 
North Liberty
Linde Gas & Equipment, Inc
Phyllis Tinker
Polk County
Secura Insurance Co’s 
Charitable Fund
Tim & Shannon Driscoll
Urology of Central IA

$1,000-$2,499
American Postal Workers 
Union
Amy Friedrich
Anne Crowner
Beckley Automotive Service

Bob & Martha Ward
Brian & Shelly Hughes
Burle & Alice Carrigan
Dave & Heather Poskevich
Elton & Jean Sheets
Erik & Tracy Haywood
Erika Lippincott
Food & Livestock Planning, 
Inc
Greater IA Credit Union
John Schley & Lora Kracht
Janell & Cory Pittman
Kevin & Stephanie Pothoven
Knoxville First UWF
Melanie Scupham
Michael & Susan Gregan
Myra & John Greve
Nat’l Postal Mail Handlers
Pam Pothoven
Paul Gengler
Principal Foundation, Inc
Richard & Carolyn Santi
Scheels
Sondra Eddings
The IMT Group
The Wellmark Foundation
Tim & Mica Shanahan
Wanda Wendt

$500-$999
Alyssa Clabaugh
Amanda Oliver
Ann & John Nesbit
Barry & Laura Tofteland
Chris & Laura Bertelson

Chris & Stephanie Hansen
Claire B Petersen
Daniel Storck
Dennis & Heather Schmeling
Frank & Stephanie Zuehlke
Frisbie Club
Gary & Lenora Waller
Gina & Allan Graham
IA United Methodist 
Foundation
ITA Group Foundation
James & Jeanne O’Halloran
James & Marjorie Jensen
Jason Berkland
Jon Davidson & Lisa Stange
Kemin Industries, Inc
Larry Vallery
Linda & Robert Railey
Mark Haverland
Michelle Sweeney
Michelle Wright
Mitchellville UWF
Oakwood United Methodist 
Church
Onnalisa Heck
Peter & Robin Karney
REG
Republic Community UMC
Ruthven UMC
Ryan Staiert Interior Design
Steven Cadman
Stuff etc, Inc
Todd & Jackie Tatum
UMC of Pella

UnityPoint Health Des 
Moines
Van Horne UWF
Veridian Credit Union
Women of Worthington

$200-$499
Alayna Kissinger
Angela Ackerman
Angela Dethlefs-Trettin 
Family 
Applebee’s Neighborhood 
Grill, #1023
Arlene Dabill & Bruce 
Bernard
Bonnie Schwaegler
Boone UWF
Brian Hood
Brian Horsfall
Centennial UWF
Charles & Katherine Safris
Craig Shadur
Crystal Lake UMC
Dalim & Zane Young
Dallas Center UWF
Dean Anderson
Delores Streeter
Don & Jennifer Vaske
Doran & Charlene Cole
Doug & Jen Kintzle
Duane & Sheryll Skidmore
Farmers Chapel UMC
First United Methodist 
Church

Hawthorn Hill

We could not provide the critical services to homeless families needed in our community without our contributors.  If we have erred or overlooked listing 
your name, please contact Tim Shanahan at (515) 283-1911 or at tim@familiesforward.org.  We sincerely apologize for any errors or names that might 
have been accidentally excluded from the list. 

June 1, 2022 – May 31, 2023



Frank Lynn
Frank & Jill Nanne
Freddie & Carolyn Link
Garner UWF
Gerald Hurst
Gowrie UWF
Grace UWF
Greene UMC
James & Delores Benbow
Jane Scieszinski
Jessica Southard
Jim Swartz & Cynthea Mosier
Judith Ann Schneller
Julie Kellner
Kevin Pope 
Kim & Jeff Andrews
Kimea Rollen
Lance & Joleen Henning
Linda & Dennis Miller
Linda & Lynn Ferrell
Marian & Ivan Lyddon
Martha Reno
Martha Eileen Hill
Mary Fischer
Mike & Susanne Carney
Molly House
Monroe Chapel UMC
Nan & Dan Valentine
Paula Coin
Peggy Terpstra
Polk City UMC
Richard & Mathilde Swanson
Robert Howe
Sean Spellman
Shirley Rozendaal
Simpson UWF
Superstorm Restoration
Susan Pille

Todd & Sue Mattison
Vicki Hanson
Waukee UWF
Wesley Women
William Rubis

$100-199
Altoona UWF
Amy Johnson
Angela Gipple
Ann Dougherty
Avon Crawford & Richard 
Gabriel Bethene McMahon
Bonnie Samuel
Carolyn & Robert Wagner
Cathy Mallard
Chubb Charitable Fund
Chubb’s Global Corp Giving
Clark Buss
Corydon UWF
Daniel Houston
Dawn & Kevin Turner
Farrar UMC
Gina Overstreet
Gladbrook UWF
Grace UWF
Gregory Maser
Helen Ackerson
Jacquie & Matthew 
Bisignano
Jane Robinette & Matthew 
McCright
Janis Mugge
Jean Hixson
Jeffrey Meyer
Jo Arbuckle
John & Sandi McCann
Karen McGregor
Karen Skovgard

Kathleen Jones
Katie Sharp
Kiley Masters
Kyle Schrader
Leslie Mamoorian & Robert 
Johnson
Linda Johnston
Lindsey Ingram
Loop & Tie 
Louise McDonald
Mariana Villa-Drees
Marlys Borcherding
Marty & Michael Boesenberg 
Melanie Wright & Mark 
Ohlson
Mingo UMC
Mr Robert Herbst
Nancy Renaud
New Hope Woman’s 
Fellowship
Odebolt UWF
Omega Nu Chapter
Presbyterian Women
Roberta Gilbert
Sharon Creveling
Stephen & Maurine Fox
Sung & Allie Kim
Susan & Kenneth Ridge
Susan Van Peursem
Susan Wright
Taylor Odegard
The Concept Works, Inc
Troy King
Twila & Larry Rosenow
Virginia Varce
Wilton UMC
Wilton UWF

$5-$99
Ankeny First UMC
Avery UMC
Brenda Criswell
Brian & Laura Meeker
Cathy Cody 
Charles & Judith Linden
Cheryl Sypal 
Connie & Steve Sandegren
Dawn & Jeff Auby
Deborah Wall
Denise Hunt 
Dexter UWF
Diane Fagner
Dirk Pollitt
Edward Rodriguez
Elizabeth Barton
Emmie Tisl
Ernest & Raegan Phillips
Faith UWF
Hannah Burton
Helen Phillips
Jan Clements
Jane Williams
Janet & Steve Davis
Janette Thede
Jay & Patricia Cramer
Jeff & Holly Kooistra
Jon & Hannah Lindgren
Judith & Darrell Schaper
June Gates
Karin Eshelman
Karolyn Streeter
Kay Pudil
Kimberly Douglas
Lamont UWF
Larry Wellendorf
Laura Abbott

Laura Reynolds
Linda Carter-Lewis
Lori Ann Haight 
Marilyn & Ralph Helm 
Marilyn Lee
Marlene Deskin
Marlys DeVries
Marsha Carty
Mary Alice Baker
Maureen & Bernie Whited
Melvina Brown
Michelle Cole 
Moville UWF
Mr & Mrs James Thrasher
Naomi Hamlett
Neta Updegraff
Pam & Steve Davis
Renate Shotwell
Robert Mudd III
Ronald Grohe
Ronda Hollensbe
Sara Hopkins
Sarah Walljasper
Sayde Scott-Hainchek
Sharon Sullivan
Sheldahl UWF
Sherry Baker
Susan Low
Suzanne Lemon
Tamara Peebler
Tammy Dutts
The Plant Dealer
Traer UMC
Vanessa Sedrel
Walnut Hills UMC
Wayne Schlotfeldt
Wells Fargo Foundation

Multiple Ways To Give To Families Forward
Make A Gift Today

We need your help to provide much needed 
support for families experiencing homelessness. 

Please visit www.familiesforward.org to make a 
secure credit card transation, or mail your check 
to:

Families Forward
3001 Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50312

Planned Giving Program

Supporters of Families Forward can build 
upon their legacy and expand their generosity 
through our planned giving program. 

Commonly donated through a will or trust, 
planned giving is arranged in the present and 
allocated at a future date. Planned giving both 
aid Families Forward and help to continue a 
loyal donor’s legacy.

Please contact Tamsin Webb (515-244-6251, 
option 2) with questions about our planned 
giving program.



3001 Grand Ave.     Des Moines, IA      50312-4206

Families Forward Annual Report

Learn more about our name change and the work we’ve done within 
our four programs.

www.familiesforward.org

Bidwell 
Pantry

Child 
Development 

Center

New Directions 
Shelter

The Home 
Connection

Over 100 years of providing compassionate, life-changing 
assistance to families on their path to self-sufficiency.


